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OVER TWO THOUSAND SATELLITES OPERATING IN ORBIT - 

SIA RELEASES 22ND ANNUAL STATE OF THE SATELLITE 

INDUSTRY REPORT  
 

Over 2100 Satellites Now Operational as Industry Records Strong Revenue 

Increases in Satellite Manufacturing, Launch Services and Commercial Broadband  
 

Washington, D.C., May 8, 2019 – The Satellite Industry Association (SIA) released the 2019 State 

of the Satellite Industry Report at an industry briefing as part of the SIA-organized Government and 

Military Forum at the SATELLITE 2019 conference and exhibition in Washington, DC.  SIA’s 22nd 

annual industry report, produced by Bryce Space and Technology, LLC, is derived from proprietary 

surveys of satellite companies, in-depth public information, and independent analysis which are 

combined to assess the performance of key satellite industry sectors including satellite services, 

manufacturing, ground equipment and launch services. 

 

The number of operational satellites on orbit grew by over 20 percent to 2100 with over 300 satellites 

being launched in 2018.  Remote sensing satellites made up 39 percent of the total while commercial 

communications satellites made up 22 percent.  In 2018, overall global satellite industry revenue 

grew by three percent compared with the previous year, led by satellite manufacturing revenues 

which increased by 26 percent over 2017 and launch services revenues which increased by 34 percent 

over the previous year.  Satellite consumer broadband revenues also increased by 12 percent over the 

previous 12 months.   

 

“Much of the excitement surrounding the ‘new space age’ is centered on recent innovations and 

growth seen in the commercial satellite industry,” said Tom Stroup, President of the Satellite Industry 

Association.   Proposed new constellations and satellites, which are now being designed and tested, 

may be driving much of the excitement about the near future, but technological achievements in high 

throughput satellite (HTS), small satellite and cubesat technology are already increasing satellite 

broadband, manufacturing and launch services revenues as we see in the new report.  If America is 

to lead and fully capitalize on the opportunity that the new space age represents, it is imperative that 

lawmakers and government leaders continue to recognize the importance of satellites plus the need 

to protect the satellite spectrum resources which are critical for the industry to thrive. Only then can 

the commercial satellite industry deliver the vital high speed, highly reliable, ubiquitous 

communications, broadband, broadcast, radio, navigation, tracking, weather data, imaging and 
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remote sensing services demanded by Americans at home and around the globe.”  

 

 

The 2019 State of the Satellite Industry Report highlights include the following results: 

 

 Satellite Manufacturing revenues increased by 26%; several high value intelligence and 

military satellites launched in the U.S. and abroad (satellite manufacturing revenues 

recognized in the year of launch) 

 

 Satellite Services revenues remained as the largest industry segment in 2018; growth in 

value-added markets (broadband 12%; radio 7%; managed networks 7%; and mobile 3%); 

1.7% overall decrease, reflecting satellite TV and transponder leasing markets  

 

 Ground Equipment 2018 revenues increased by 5%; growth in network equipment and 

GNSS markets, flat or somewhat decreasing consumer equipment revenues 

 

 Satellite Launch Services Industry revenues increased by 34%; record number of launches 

(revenues recognized in the year of launch) 

 

To view a summary of this year’s SIA State of the Satellite Industry Report, please click HERE.  To 

purchase a copy of the complete report or for more information please contact SIA via email at 

info@sia.org or via telephone at 202.503.1560.   
### 

About The Satellite Industry Association 

SIA is a U.S.-based trade association providing representation of the leading satellite operators, 

service providers, manufacturers, launch services providers, and ground equipment suppliers. For 

more than two decades, SIA has advocated on behalf of the U.S. satellite industry on policy, 

regulatory, and legislative issues affecting the satellite business. For more information, visit 

www.sia.org.  

 

SIA Executive Members include: AT&T Services, Inc.; The Boeing Company; EchoStar 

Corporation; Intelsat S.A.; Iridium Communications Inc.; Kratos Defense & Security Solutions; 

Ligado Networks; Lockheed Martin Corporation; OneWeb; SES Americom, Inc.; Space Exploration 

Technologies Corp.; Spire Global Inc.; and Viasat, Inc. SIA Associate Members include: ABS US 

Corp.;  Airbus Defense and Space, Inc.; Analytical Graphics, Inc.; Artel, LLC; Blue Origin; Eutelsat 

America Corp.; ExoAnalytic Solutions; Globalstar, Inc.; Glowlink Communications Technology, 

Inc.; HawkEye 360; Hughes; Inmarsat, Inc.; Kymeta Corporation; Leonardo DRS; Panasonic 

Avionics Corporation; Peraton; Planet; Speedcast Government; SSL; Telesat Canada; and XTAR, 

LLC. SIA Affiliate Members include: The Aerospace Corporation; AQYR Technologies; COMSAT; 

Envistacom, LLC; Integrasys LLC, Kencast; Newtec; Phasor; RUAG Space; Sheppard Mullin; and 

Wiley Rein LLP 
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